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ist to bleed his people for the taxes necessary for a 
large-scale war.” 

“Uh-huh.” Asya nodded her head. Her face wore a 
smug look. “Just as I suspected. All Petion needs is 
money, and that I have.” 

Negu frowned at Asya. “What are you thinking?” 

“You know very well what I’m thinking. I am going 
to Mr. Petion and give him the money I shall make 
from the sale of the chalice. Don’t worry, Grand- 
mere.” Asya came around the table and gave the old 
woman a reassuring pat on the back. “Petion and I 
shall save Haiti,” she announced. 

“You’re talking nonsense,” Negu reproved. 

“It’s nonsense which wild dreams are made of,” 
Asya sang out in a jubilant voice. She grabbed Negu by 
the shoulders and danced her about the shack, “I’ll get 
us back our Cher Chateau, Grand-mere, and you 
won’t ever again have to wring the chicken’s neck be¬ 
fore you eat.” 

“But—but,” Negu stammered as she tried to extri¬ 
cate herself from Asya’s hands, “but how are you go¬ 
ing to get to Port-au-Prince to meet Petion?” 

“A minor detail,” Asya said, lightly brushing the 
question aside. “I haven’t quite figured that out yet, but 
I’ll come up with something.” 

“Now talk sense,” Negu said fir m ly. “If you go 
along the road, you’ll be shot for treason for trying to 
leave the country. Since it’s you, Prophete would make 
sure you are shot without a reason.” 

“Then I won’t go along the road.” 

“You’ve never been outside your plantation in any- 
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thing but a carriage,” Negu stated. “How then do you 
expect to find your way on foot through two hundred 
and fifty kilometers of wild mountains? But on the 
other hand,” she said with an indifferent toss of the 
head, “it might be better to take the main road and be 
shot quickly rather than die slowly of starvation, or fall 
into a bog and be smothered.” 

Asya laughed. “Threats will get you nowhere. I am 
like M. Petion. T too am determined and brainy and 
educated. We should make a fine team. Come, say we 
are a perfect match,” she teased. 

“But, Asya,” Negu persisted, “you don’t realize the 
dangers. How will you arrive at Port-au-Prince? You 
have to get there first to sell the chalice before you 
may give Petion the money.” 

Asya cocked her head. “I shall not worry about it.” 
She spoke in a vibrant, happy voice. “We’ll figure out 
something, won’t we, Grand-mere?” 

In the end, it was Jos wee who offered the solution. 
“I have a man working for me,” he said, “who knows 
those mountains better than anyone. He could guide 
Asya to Port-au-Prince through the densest parts, and 
no one would ever follow them or see them.” 

“Who is that?” Negu looked skeptical. 

“M. Grande Bouche.” 

“Oh, no.” An anxious cry came from Negu. Quickly, 
however, she regained control of herself. “I mean, M. 
Grande Bouche has not been in those woods for years. 
By now, he could have forgotten.” 

Joswee shook his head. “M. Grande Bouche cannot 
forget. He knew his way through the mountains as well 
as his hand knew the path from the table to his mouth. 
He will take her there safely,” he assured. 

Asya did not meet M. Grande Bouche until just be¬ 
fore dawn the day they were to start off. As usual, the 
morning was heavy with mist and when he appeared in 
the doorway of the shack with Joswee, he resembled a 
ghost from the grave. He was thin and bony, like a 
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corpse. His baggy pants were held up by a rope about 
his waist, and his voluminous shirt hung loosely from 
his shoulders. The sparse white hair stuck up from his 
head like dried grass. But it was his eyes that really 
startled Asya. They were large gray eyes, which stared 
straight ahead without seeming to see. Only once be¬ 
fore had Asya seen eyes like that. It was when one of 
the mothers had died at the hospital and the nuns had 
not yet gotten around to closing the lids. Asya 
shivered. M. Grande Bouche had the eyes of a dead 
man. 

“But—can he see?” she stammered. 

‘•‘Sure. That’s just the way he looks,” Joswee ex¬ 
plained easily. 

“But why do you call him M. Grande Bouche? M. 
Windbag? He’s so very quiet.” 

Joswee shrugged. “There’s no accounting for a 
man’s name. Maybe he came from a family of talkers.” 

“He surely is all talked out now,” Asya said. “He 
hasn’t said a word.” 

“He can’t talk,” Joswee stated simply, “but fortu¬ 
nately he hears and will obey whatever you teU him. 
He knows he’s to take you through the mountains to 
Port-au-Prince, and you are to come to no harm. M. 
Grande Bouche does only what he is told. If you are to 
arrive there safely, and that is his job, he will get you 
there safely.” 

“He doesn’t look very alert,” Asya whispered to 
Negu; “and he gives me the creeps, but as long as he 
knows the way, he doesn’t have to be handsome too. 
At least, you won’t have to be concerned about any ro¬ 
mance along the way,” Asya giggled. 

Then she put her arms about the old woman’s neck 
and said, “Don’t worry about me. I shall be very 
careful and not do anything foolish. I am grown up 
now, and I mean to have Cher Chateau back for you 
and me. Adieu, Grand-mere. You are the most won¬ 
derful grandmother a silly girl could have. I love you.” 
Asya kissed the old woman on her scarred cheek and 
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then followed M. Grande Bouche out into the misty 
morning. 

For Asya, the weeks which followed were a voyage 
through no-man’s-land. Jungle and rocks and swamps 
and wet feet and mosquitoes and then jungle and rocks 
and swamps and wet feet and mosquitoes all oyer 
again. In the beginning, M. Grande Bouche traveled 
only during the morning hours, before the wind blew 
away the mist and cleared the air. Then they hid in 
caves or, sometimes, M. Grande Bouche would hack 
a small clearing in the dense jungle with his machete, 
and after they had crawled in, he would build the 
tangled mass of branches and leaves back up again so 
that no one could see where they hid. 

Those first few days, so little distance was covered 
that Asya began to tliink M. Windbag was a lazy fel¬ 
low who preferred sitting in the woods to reaching 
Port-au-Prince. 

Once, when the day was especially lovely and the 
jungle was fragrant with the perfume of its flowers 
which grew bold and beautiful in the warm dampness, 
Asya said to him: “Let’s keep moving. We can travel 
farther when there is no mist. Why do we always hide 
as soon as it is clear?” 

M. Grande Bouche sat staring ahead with those 
eerie eyes, giving no sign that he heard her voice. So, 
as always, they waited for the dawn and traveled only 
in the mist. * 

During one of those misty dawns, Asya learned to 
trust in the wisdom of M. Windbag’s odd time 
schedule. They had just started out when there was a 
sudden rustling ahead and a gruff voice called, “Who is 
dere?” 

M. Windbag reached back and quickly knocked 
Asya to the ground. 

“Who is dere, I say? Yuh tell me!” 

M. Windbag dropped the load he was carrying, and 
with his machete in hand stood motionless, waiting for 
the owner of the voice to approach. 
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“Can’t you talk none? Who are you?” A little uncer¬ 
tainty had crept into the words, and Asya had a feeling 
the unknown voice was losing its bravado. She hoped 
so, for her own heart was pounding hard enough to 
shake the ground she was lying on. 

Asya and M. Grande Bouche watched the figure of a 
man come toward them through the mist. He walked 
up to M. Grande Bouche and snapped, “ ’Ow cum yuh 
don’t talk? Whatcha—” Suddenly his voice trailed 
away. He craned his head forward as he tried to peer 
into the face of Asya’s motionless guide. The he let out 
a bloodcurdling scream, “Bon Dieu, it’s a zombie! It’s 
a zombie!” 

With that, he whirled about and streaked off through 
the mist, his screams trailing behind, “Don’ touch me! 
Don’ touch me. Ah don’ wanna die.” 

Asya took in a deep breath and let it out again with 
relief. So my guide is a zombie, she thought. Am I glad 
he is on my side! 

After about two weeks or two months or two for- 
evers—:Asya was not sure of time anymore—M. 
Grande Bouche guided their little safari during the 
more pleasant hours of the day. One morning, when 
the sun had warmed away the night’s chill and the 
breeze had brushed against her face, causing Asya to 
feel alive and strong and ambitious to be doing some¬ 
thing about changing the destiny of Haiti, they came 
over the brow of a mountain, and before them, miles 
below, lay the sea. 

Slowly, M. Grande Bouche raised his arm and 
pointed off in the distance. At first, Asya could see 
nothing but land and water, but the way M. Windbag 
maintained his statuelike pose, she had better see 
something or they would be rooted to this spot until 
she did. After a close scrutiny of the scene below, Asya 
could just make out a town at the water’s edge. 

“It must be Port-au-Prince!” Asya shouted. “It is, 
isn’t it? We’re almost there!” 

The man’s arm came down slowly, so slowly that 
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Asya expected to hear it creak. She was right. It was 
Port-au-Prince, 

Asya wanted to run and shout, so happy was she to 
be almost at her destination, but M. Windbag 
continued to plod along at the same steady pace he had 
set when they had commenced the trip. That’s the 
trouble with being a zombie, thought Asya. No enthu¬ 
siasm. 

To keep her mind off the excitement of her ap¬ 
proaching destination, Asya studied M, Windbag’s feet 
as she followed behind him. The rocks along the path 
were sharp, but he tramped over them as though he 
had been bom with the hoofs of an animal. M. Grande 
Bouche was a white man. How had he come by such 
tough feet? She herself was thankful that Negu had 
given her a pair of leather thongs to wear. Asya did 
not want her feet to grow homy. They would scare a 
man if one ever crawled into bed with her. That is, if 
she ever married. Maybe she would never marry. 

Asya’s thoughts flew to Etienne. Would she ever see 
him again? And if she did, would he want her? Would 
he want a black woman for his wife? If he loved her, 
where was he? Why had he not come to help? Surely 
he must know about Cher Chateau. Maybe they told 
him she was dead. Maybe by now he was married to 
someone else. 

So intent was Asya on her thoughts that she did not 
notice the sky until a crash of thunder caused her to 
look up, expecting to see black clouds spreading across 
the sun. Lightning cut across the heavens^ knifing white 
jagged gashes in the blackness. Being so high up in the 
mountains, Asya felt a mad enemy was conceded be¬ 
hind the clouds from where he hurled out his bolts of 
lightning, aimed for her head, and each time they came 
she involuntarily ducked in an effort to escape the blaz¬ 
ing daggers. 

The rains came fast and heavy, and M. Windbag 
found a shelter for himself and Asya beneath a large 
overhanging boulder. With each crash of thunder, Asya 
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feared it was the sound of the rock severing itself from 
its hold above them. But the rock hung protectively 
over them, as the storm put out the light in the heavens 
and pounded the earth to sleep for the night. 

The next morning, when Asya and M. Grande 
Bouche crawled from their shelter under the rock, the 
earth was stiU soaked. The sun shone big and red, like 
God’s warm hand trying to sop the wetness from the 
trees and mountainside. The birds were badgering 
Heaven with shrill chirps. 

“Don’t be so impatient,” Asya called up to the twit¬ 
tering creatures in the trees. “God will get around to 
sponging up your wet little perches. He has the whole 
world to dry up. Wait your turn.” 

And suddenly, it happened. Asya had been happy, 
delighting in the lovely morning. There was a rum¬ 
bling, and before her ears could communicate the 
sounds to her brain, Asya was shoved by some strong 
hand down over the side of the mountain, where she 
rolled and bounced like a dislodged stone until she 
came to stop in a briar bush. 

For several moments, she lay stUl, afraid to move her 
bruised body lest the sharp thorns, which pinioned it, 
sink deeper into her flesh. Carefully, Asya moved one 
hand and pulled away the pricking branches, extricat¬ 
ing herself as she did so. She stood up. Her knees were 
bloody, but they worked. Once on her feet, Asya ig¬ 
nored her aching body. She had the feeling something 
was wrong on top of the hill. She must get back up, 
and quickly. Selecting a place where there were stumps 
of trees and deeply imbedded rocks for footholds, Asya 
laboriously made her way back up the hillside. A pall 
of dust hung over the place where she had stood only a 
few moments ago. The birds were strangely silent. The 
quiet was so loud that all life seemed to have gone 
from the earth. 

“M. Grande Bouche! Where are you? M. Grande 
Bouche! Where did you go?” And then a light breeze 
blew away the dust, and she saw him. But only part of 
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him. His legs. Tliey protruded out from under a great 
rock which had crashed down upon the upper part of 
his body, imbedding it into the earth. 

“M. Grande Bouchel” Asya cried out, not believing 
what she saw. 

“Are you alive? Answer me!” 

Tears spilled down her cheeks. “Answer me. Don’t 
leave me. Answer me,” she shouted with some vague 
notion of her words penetrating through to the stiU 
man’s brain. 

Asya put her hands against the rock and tried to 
push, but even as she did, she knew it was futile. Yet, 
she had to keep trying. With aH her strength, Asya 
pushed until her side hurt and she feU to the ground, 
sobbing in helpless despair. “M. Grande Bouche. Poor 
M. Grande Bouche. You are gone. Gone.” 

When she had wept her tears away, Asya tenderly 
laid a hand on M. Grande Bouche’s leg. She had never 
touched a dead man, and it made her feel so alone. 
Left behind. “You saved my life,” she whispered as in 
prayer. “You didn’t know me, but you saved my life. It 
was you who pushed me out of the way, for where you 
lie was where I stood. I am grateful, and now, you will 
never know that I am.” 

After a while, Asya dried her tears and stood up. 
She gazed down at M. Grande Bouche’s legs, so thin as 
to be scarcely perceptible in the voluminous breeches. 
She could not leave Wm lying there, his legs exposed to 
the elements. She looked about and found some large 
leaves, which she brushed clean and wrapped tenderly 
about the man’s legs. Then she covered them with 
earth. “You poor little man,” she said sadly as she 
worked, “not even a pillow for your head. Only stone 
to protect your face from the dirt.” 

Suddenly she stood up. “No, M. Grande Bouche, I 
will not let this be your burial place for all eternity,” 
Asya said in a clear voice. “I promise you, I shall re¬ 
turn. When Cher Chateau is rebuilt, I shall bury you in 
the cemetery there. You will have golden candlesticks 
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at your requiem and a marble marker for your grave. 
It is fitting that you should sleep with the Drapeauxes 
since you gave your life that this last one might live.” 

Then Asya walked over to the hanging rock under 
which she had spent the night and dragged out the 
sack containing the chalice in its silver box. It was 
heavy, and she thought of M. Windbag’s bony arms 
which had carried the bundle up and down the 
mountains and through the jungle for so many weeks. 
She was ashamed that not once had she offered to 
help. Asya flung the sack over her shoulder, as M. 
Windbag had done, but she found it an awkward, lop¬ 
sided way to carry something. 

Suddenly she remembered how the Haitian women 
carried their produce in big baskets as they walked to 
market. She too was a Haitian woman. Asya placed the 
sack on top of her head, and started for Port-au- 
Prince. 
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Chapter Thirty-seven 


From the railing of the ship, Etienne Grenier 
watched the Haitian shoreline flow closer and the 
mountains grow taller. It was three years since he had 
left Cap Henri, and his return was not the happy occa¬ 
sion he had expected to look forward to. His mission to 
the United States had been hopeless. The Southern 
senators bluntly refused to sanction any diplomatic 
relations with a black nation, and they had been 
powerful enough to persuade the Congress of the 
United States to refuse to recognize the independent 
country of Haiti. 

But his failure in the diplomatic field was not the 
only reason for M. Grenier’s depression. He was 
concerned about Asya. In all this time, not once had 
he heard from her. She knew he loved her. He had told 
her so. And in the note he had sent her from the 
States, he asked her to marry him. Not a word in reply 
in all this time. He had posted subsequent letters of 
love, of anxiety for her welfare, and also of anger over 
her indifference. Finally, he stopped writing. Now, he 
was commg back to Haiti, and Etienne wondered. 

The ship tied up at dock. TTiere were no curious on¬ 
lookers standing about, as in other countries, to eye the 
returning traveler. Christophe permitted no idleness. 
All must work. It was a cold return. It made Etienne 
feel that his departure had not been noticed, for there 
was no one to welcome him back. He walked down the 
gangplank of the ship and up the steps to the wharf. 
He looked around for some conveyance to take him to 
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his home, but there was none. There were only the 
dock workers who indifferently emptied the ship’s hold. 
A man, carrying a bundle of straw hats over his shoul¬ 
der, was meandering among the workmen, trying to sell 
them his wares. 

As Etienne stood there, momentarily wondering 
what to do next, the vendor shuffled up to him. 

“A hat, monsieur? The sun, she is very hot,” the 
man said as he dropped the hats in a pile on top of Et¬ 
ienne’s shoes. 

“Well, I’ll be damned,” Etienne exploded, caught by 
surprise. “Do you always bury your customers in 
hats?” 

“I have a message for yoUj” the man said in a quiet, 
unruffled way as though Etienne had merely asked him 
for the time of day. “Negu, she says for you to come 
right ’way. See nobody else.” Casually he picked up a 
straw hat and holding it at arm’s length, nodded his 
head in obvious approval. “See her first.” Etienne took 
the cue and feigned interest in the merchandise while 
he asked, “Where is she? At Cher Chateau?” 

“Oh, no!” the vagrant merchant answered quickly. 
Too quickly. Horror had crept into his voice, and for a 
moment he was nervous and dropped the hat he was 
holding up for Etienne’s inspection. Etienne stooped 
down and selected another from- the pile of hats sur¬ 
rounding his fget. “Where is she?” he asked. 

“At your house,” the man answered, his tone once 
again that of the itinerant huckster. “She says come at 
once. See no one. Talk to nobody. Very, very 
’portant.” 

Etienne removed the black hat he had bought in the 
States and handed it to the man while he put on the 
straw hat he bad been holding in his hand. “How 
much?” he asked as he reached into his pocket. 

The vendor raised his head and studied the sky with 
his big brown eyes, as though the price were written up 
there. “Dere’s a horse,” he drawled, “tied up by de 
back of de harnass shop at de edge of de swamp. Take 
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it. Ride quick to your house. Fast as dat horse kin pick 
up his feet an" put ’em down agin.” 

“I know it’s a nice hat,” Etienne spoke in a 
businesslike voice while a laborer, carrying a sack of 
grain on his back, plodded by, “but a gourd is too 
much.” 

The vendor’s attention was now held by the foreign 
hat in his hand. Almost caressin^y, he rubbed his 
hand over its crown. “Dat’s pretty,” he said admiringly. 
“Dat’s soft.” He looked speculatively up at Etienne. “I 
make you bargain. Good bargain for you. Dis hat of 
yours no good here. Too hot. I give you good straw 
hat. Cool for in Haiti. Fine hat. I keeps ^ no-good 
black hat. Yuh git ofi lucky.” 

Etienne nodded. “Agreed.” 

Quickly, almost as though he must hurry before Eti¬ 
enne changed his mind, the stTEinger placed the high 
black hat on top of his kinky head, scooped up his 
wares, and scooted away. 

Etienne had made a bad deal, but he did not care. 
The message the hat-seller had brought gnawed at his 
breast, and he quickened his step as he headed for the 
harness shop near the swamp. 

Efieime Grenier was a veritable volcano, seething 
with an explosive force of destruction. He was on his 
way to kill Henri Christophe and he could not contain 
his anger until he met up with the emperor face to 
face. He would beat him with his bare hands. Pummel 
him until he was as shapeless as a snake flattened un¬ 
der the wheel of a loaded cart. Negu had told him 
what had happened. From no one else would he be¬ 
lieve such savagery was possible in this modem age in 
a civilized country. But Negu had told him everything 
that had happened that awful last night at Cher 
Chateau. He would kill Henri and then, like Samson, 
tear down the palace in his rage. His anger was strong 
enough to pull out the pillars, one by one, and he 
would laugh so loud as to be heard from Milot all the 
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way back to Cap Henri as the ceilings came down to 
squash out the lives of the murderers who had not 
raised a hand to stop the torture and pillage that night. 
“Asya! Asya!” his heart cried out. With only a stub¬ 
born little chin and her courage to combat a savage 
horde. He could have wept over the feebleness of her 
pathetic defense, but his desire to kiU was stronger 
than his pity. 

Etienne dug the heel of his shoe into the flank of the 
horse, but the movement served only to relieve his own 
stymied feelings. The horse was doing its best, and no 
amount of prodding was going to add more speed to its 
lagging legs. The gates of Sans Souci came into view, 
and when the guard stepped out to inspect the visitor 
to the palace, Etienne knocked him to the ground, 
shouting out as he rode on through, “Get the hell out 
of my way! Can’t you see it’s Grenier with news for the 
emperor? Big news,” he hissed through clenched teeth. 

Etienne rode his horse up the wide circular outside 
steps, through the door of Sans Souci, and into the 
marble entrance hall. Only then did he slip from the 
saddle and, to the amazement of the bug-eyed palace 
hangers-on, leaped up the stairs to the emperor’s oflice 
on the next floor. He flung open the door. Christophe 
was sitting with his feet atop his desk. Beside him a 
Negro with red hair read from a newspaper. 

The emperor jumped to his feet. “Grenier!” A big 
smile spread over his face. “This is an unexpected sur¬ 
prise.” He thrust his hand across the desk in a gesture 
of welcome, but Etienne ignored the extended hand. 
Instead, he glared at the aide and barked, “Get out!” 

Like a frightened rabbit, the man gave one leap and 
was gone. Deliberately, quietly, Etienne closed the 
door of the office. Then he turned to the emperor, 
who, his smile slipping away, was now regarding him 
with an uneasy scowl. 

Etienne spoke slowly, his words cold and measured. 
“Before I kill you, your explanation of the burning of 
Cher Chateau.” 
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“Cher Chateau?” Henri asked in a quivering voice. 
“I—I don’t know what you’re talking about.” 

“Quit stalling!” Etienne’s eyes were as cold as his 
voice. 

“Are you talking about the Drapeaux plantation? 
Oh, that,” he laughed uneasily and sat down. “I had 
nothing to do with it. Nothing at all. It was Prophete.” 

Etienne said nothing. He glared down at the man in 
the chair and only the little play of muscle under his 
ears betrayed the anger he felt. 

Henri gave Etienne a furtive look as he spoke in a 
hesitant voice. “You know how Prophete is. Drinks a 
little too much. Plays a little too rough.” He shrugged 
a shoulder. “That’s the way it is. But he’s a good boy. 
Does his job well. The empire needs him.” The em¬ 
peror gave a sheepish snule and leaned back uneasily 
in his chair. 

“Go on,” came the voice of steel. “This is your 
trial.” 

Henri sat up. He tugged at his lapels and the feeling 
of the coat about him must have offered some security, 
for when he answered, his voice held more assurance. 
“I don’t know why you hold me responsible for the 
conduct of one of my officials. Why don’t you ask 
Prophete about it?” 

“You’re the emperor, aren’t you?” 

“Naturally. But I cannot take the blame for all the 
crimes of everyone on the island.” 

“You take the taxes from everyone.” 

“Of course.” 

“Then you owe your taxpayers protection.” 

“I have a chief of police. That is his job.” 

“Why didn’t he arrest Prophete?” 

“Because no one brought any charges.” 

Etienne exploded. “Who the heU was left to do it? 
Did you expect a dead man to bring charges? Was he 
to gather up the parts of his body and drag them down 
to the gendarme?” He was shouting now. “Did you ex¬ 
pect a girl whose mind is crazed to file a complaint?” 
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In his anger, Etienne lunged out, and grabbing Henri 
by the scruff of his neck, he pulled him from the chair 
and flung him across the desk. With all his strength, his 
fingers tightened about the neck of the emperor until 
he thought it would break in his hands. Abrupdy, he 
released his hold and flung his victim onto the floor. 

“Choking is too good a death for you,” Etienne 
shouted, hate in his voice. “A slow death is what you 
deserve. I’m going to beat you. I’m going to beat you 
until your guts run over the floor and the walls are 
splattered with your brains. I’ll smash your damn 
bones until the flesh falls away and then I’ll throw 
them out the window for the dogs to chew to dust.” 

Etienne leaned over the desk and shouted to the 
man on the floor in a voice hoarse with hate, “Get up, 
you damned coward! Get up and take your beating!” 

Christophe laboriously pushed himself up on his 
knees and, leaning his body against the desk, panted 
noisily for breath. Etienne railed, “Get up on your im¬ 
perial feet so I can push your damned arrogant face 
back down onto the floor.” 

The emperor rested his forehead against the desk 
and moaned. 

Etienne sneered, “Look at the brave ruler of his 
people. The mighty one who hides behind the stone 
walls of a fort and the knives of his army of murderers. 
The great Henri who cannot stand up and fight one un¬ 
armed man.”# 

Christophe’s head slipped off the desk. and he 
slumped back down upon the floor. 

“Get up off your black ass,” Etienne barked, “before 
I kick the shit out of it. Get up and fight!” 

With much effort the emperor raised his face above 
the desk. His eyes were half closed, and the lids 
quivered as he looked up at Etienne through little red- 
rimmed slits. His neck had swollen out to the jaws, and 
his chin was wet with the saliva which trickled out the 
side of his mouth. 

“And when I’m through with you,” Etienne bel- 
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lowed, “do you know what I’m going to do? Do you 
know what’s going to happen to your little paper em¬ 
pire?” he shouted with more vigor. “I’m going to do 
everything in my power to turn it over to Petion. North 
and South Haiti will be one land again. The people will 
dance on the dust of your royal bones and hope you 
are in Hell, for they hate you. I will be your enemy 
forever and not rest until your fellow butchers are 
burning in Hell along with you. You are not a leader of 
your country. You are an animal who devours it. For 
that I damn you!” 

Christophe’s mouth twisted into a snarl. He placed 
one big hand on his desk and with great effort pulled 
himself to his feet. Slowly he brought up the other 
hand. In it was a pistol. 

The two men faced each other in heavy silence. 
Christophe spoke first. “Who’s damning whom?” His 
voice was arrogant. 

Etienne said nothing. In his anger, he had forgotten 
the cunning of a trapped man. 

“You’ll never live to damn anyone except the execu¬ 
tioner.” Christophe’s words were deliberate and 
resonant. Like the gong of a tower clock. He was again 
the emperor. His head held high. His chin thrust out in 
hauteur. “And the executioner is used to being 
damned.” 

With the back of his free hand, Henri Christophe 
wiped the saliva from his chin and in a gesture of dis¬ 
dain flung the wetness into Etienne’s face. “That’s my 
thanks to you.” The emperor laughed in derision, but 
the hand on the gun remained steady. “You have 
served your purpose and you are now a nuisance. 

“But,” Christophe raised his high brows and cocked 
his head at a jaunty angle. He was obviously enjoying 
turning tables on his would-be assassin. “But we must 
not be too hasty in sending an old friend off to the 
devil. We must arrange for a fittine departure. A long 
lingering farewell. You are entitled to a proper gun 
salute as befits your rank and work here in Haiti. I 
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shall speak to your favorite official about it. Prophete 
will be most happy to oblige.” 

The emperor quietly contemplated the man before 
him, giving the impression of mulling over various 
fiendish methods of extermination. Christophe 
chuckled. “I have it,” he announced with obvious satis¬ 
faction. “A twenty-one-gun salute is the proper honor 
for so great a man. One shot for each thumb. One for 
each ear. One for each wrist. One for each elbow. One 
for each knee. One could dispose of the nose. But 
then, it takes two for the jaw. One to remove the upper 
teeth and one for the lower. Oh, but then,” he 
shrugged a shoulder in dismissal of the project, “why 
should I bother my head as to how Prophete will carry 
out the honor we are planning for you? Let him plan 
the details as to which parts of you will receive our 
farewell blessing. The twenty-first salute wiU be 
reserved for your heart. You see, we really are not 
butchers after all. We could not leave you pining away 
for a merciful last shot. You will receive the full 
honor.” 

“What is this great honor which must be given at 
gunpoint?” came a cool voice from behind Etienne. 
Without turning, he knew that the empress, Mme. 
Christophe, had come into the office. 

“We have a traitor here. Our trusted friend,” the 
emperor spo^e with sarcasm, “has come to kill me.” 
He shook Ms head reprovingly. “M. Grenier should 
know by now that no one kills Henri Christophe.” 

Etienne was unprepared for Mme. Christophe’s next 
words. The empress gave a short, derisive laugh and 
sneered, “So, our friend is showing his true colors at 
last.” She walked around the desk and stood at her 
husband’s side. “Pretending to want to help us,” she 
continued in the same cutting tone, “when all the time 
he was plotting your murder. Was I the next to be 
slaughtered, Etienne? Did I too stand in your way?. 
Was that why you professed to be in love with me? 
The better to kill me and your emperor?” 
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Etienne was speechless. Had she lost her mind? 

Mme. Christophe looked up at her husband. “I am 
glad you are going to kill this man. I never trusted him 
and his blabberings of democracy. I’m fed up to here,” 
she placed the back of her hand under her chin, “right 
up to here, with his crazy talk of what’s good for Haiti. 
You, my dear husband,” and she patted Henri’s cheek, 
“know more about running an empire than this stupid 
book-learned bag of air. Glad to be rid of him.” 

“You surprise me, Marie Louise,” Henri said, at the 
same time keeping his eyes on Etienne. “I thougjit you 
two were more than friends.” 

“Henri!” It was a hurt little cry. “I have always been 
faithful to you. I merely tolerated this political Messiah 
because I thought you needed him. ” 

“Good. Will you call the guard?” 

“Gladly.” The empress started for the door and 
stopped. With a worried look, she studied the emperor 
for a moment. “Are you all right?” she asked. 

“Of course,” he snapped, obviously annoyed by her 
solicitude. 

But the empress was not put off. She walked toward 
her husband and touched his swollen neck lightly with 
her fingers. “Dear, dear Henri. You have been hurt. 
Hurt badly. I cannot leave you here alone with this aw¬ 
ful man. You might faint. Your throat is growing so 
big that it could cut off your breath and you could not 
even call out for help.” 

At her words, some of the emperor’s fortitude left 
him. Etienne saw the gun hand waver. “You are ill,” 
the empress said to her husband. “Here, let me hold 
the gun.” She took it from his hand, keeping it pointed 
at Etienne. “Sit down,” she continued in a soothing 
tone. “Sit down and rest a moment. I can’t leave you in 
this weakened condition.” 

Christophe dropped his long figure into the desk 
chair. Carefully, he felt his neck and moaned. Mme. 
Christophe, with a firm hand on the pistol, faced Eti¬ 
enne. Then she backed away until she stood behind the 
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chair in which Christophe was sitting. Slowly, the 
empress placed the butt of the pistol against the back 
of her husband’s head. 

“Go, Etienne,” she commanded. Her voice was low 
and terse. “You are free.” 

“What!” The figure in the chair started to move for¬ 
ward, but before he could do so, Mme. Christophe 
clutched his hair and pressed his head back against the 
point of the gun. “Don’t move,” she cautioned, “or I 
shall kill you.” 

The man in the chair stiffened. “You bitch!” 

“Look who’s talking.” The empress gave a hollow 
laugh. “How many of your sluts he eaten away up in 
the hme pit at La Ferriere? Do you think an emperor 
is above gossip? Did you think I would not hear?” 

“And you are no better than the rest of the sluts. All 
the time letting Etienne, posing as my best friend, 
make love to you. You, my wife. Can you deny it?” 

“You’ll never know.” Mme. Christophe sounded 
amused. She looked at Etieime. “Go. Go fast. Go at 
once.” 

But he did not move. ‘Won. Henri will kill you. I 
can’t leave you with this madman.” 

Etienne walked to the other side of the desk and 
held out his hand toward the empress. “Give me the 
gun. I will kill him.” 

“Non” H«r voice was firm as she pushed Etienne 
aside with her free hand. “Let history take its course. 
It is not for one person to deny the people the pleasure 
of killing their tyrant. It is a fitting punishment that he 
should live in fear, day by day, never knowing when 
death will come for him.” 

“But I can’t go, leaving you here unprotected,” 

“I am not afraid of death,” she said calmly. “That is 
why no harm will come to me. 

“But you,” she paused a moment and looked up at 
him, her eyes clear and determined, “you must go now. 
Escape while you can. It is what I want, Etienne. It is 
truly what I want,” she insisted. Her eyes returned to 
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the prisoner in the chair. “I shall always be grateful for 
having known you.” 

The empress took a deep breath and said in a soft 
voice, “Merci, merci, Count Grenier. This tav- 
ernkeeper’s daughter will never forget. Always you 
honored me as a lady.” She held her head high, but a 
sad little smile played around her lips. 

“The finest,” he said gently. Bending, he kissed her 
on the cheek. 

For a fleeting moment her eyes looked up at him, 
and he saw the urgency in them. “Go at once,” she or¬ 
dered. “I will keep him here for an hour. You will 
have that much time before the alarm goes out for you. 
Etienne, Etienne,” she begged, “fly like the Devil is af¬ 
ter you, for indeed he will be.” 

Etienne looked down at her. The most courageous 
woman he had ever met. He reached for the hand 
without the gun and kissed it. Then he stepped back 
and bowed. “Adieu, my Empress.” 

He hurried from the room, closing the door quietly 
behind him. 

With long strides, Etienne hurried along the hall and 
down the marble steps of the palace. At the bottom he 
saw the red-haired Negro who had been reading to the 
emperor, slouching against the wall and laughing with 
some men Etienne vaguely remembered as political 
leeches. 

The emperor’s aide jumped to attention when Eti¬ 
enne said in what he hoped was a casual tone, “The 
emperor does not wish to be disturbed until he sends 
for you. He is with the empress.” Etienne gave a quick 
glance about. “Where is my horse?” he asked, “I had 
left it here.” 

The men burst into laughter as though his question 
were a joke. “Well,” the red-haired man answered 
while his cronies clucked their amusement, “well, it’s 
like dis. De palace steward, he don’ like no horses 
pickin’ up and puttin’ down dem feet on his clean 
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marble floor. And dat horse of yours put more—he 
became convulsed with laughter, but finally managed to 
finis h “—^put more down dan jist his feet. De steward 
sure am bustin’ mad.” He was laughing so hard that 
tears were running out of his eyes, 

“What did he do with my horse?” Any other time, 
Etienne might have seen the humor of the situation. 
“Where is it?” 

“In de stable,” someone answered. 

Luckily, Etienne knew the palace well. He dashed 
off toward the stable, taking a route which led him 
through the kitchen. In Ae confusion of dinner 
preparations and the wide-eyed stares of the chefs, Eti¬ 
enne felt safe from any pursuer. 

But he was worried. The horse which he had ridden 
to the palace was slow at best, and now, after the rig¬ 
orous workout he had already been given, the animal 
was useless. He could probably walk faster. 

A thought came to Etienne, and even as he hurried 
toward the stables he smiled to himself. The irony of 
what was in his mind pleased him. The thoroughbred. 
The one left from the pair he had brought from 
Mexico and Asya had given to the emperor. That was 
his escape horse. It would please Negu. She had told 
Etienne about the new nag’s head. Now both animals 
would serve the emperor’s enemy. 

At the st^le Etienne had no trouble. He was 
known. “Business for the emperor,” he said. “And 
hurry.” 

The thoroughbred was saddled and Etienne rode out 
of the stone courtyard and onto the Plain du Nord. He 
headed for Thomasico, the emperor’s garrison at St. 
Marc near Petion’s territory. Already Etienne had a 
plan. It formulated so quickly that he wondered if it 
had not been in the back of his mind all along. 
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M. Petion did not wish Asya to ride along with the 
soldiers up into the mountains, and when she asked 
why not, he simply answered, “Because you are a 
young woman. Is that not reason enough?” 

“I’m twenty-four, going on twenty-five. How old 
does one have to be before she can ride with the 
army?” she asked with a pretense of guilelessness. 

“A lady is never old enough,” he reproved in his 
quiet fatherly voice. “You’re being sassy now, and you 
know it.” There was a sparkle in his sunken eyes. 

Asya ran up to the chair where he sat and tucked 
the blanket about his legs. It had not really come loose, 
but she felt better doing something for the man. The 
sparkle in his eye tugged at her heart. How full of 
life he must once have been. Asya knelt at his side and 
took his hand in hers. It was a big-boned hand with 
long fingers. The flesh had wasted away and it felt hard 
and cold, as she held it against her cheek. Petion had 
been a big man. Strong. Virile. She wished she could 
have known him then. What a magnificent leader for 
Haiti! A man who had a heart for his people. His 
people. They were her people now, too, Asya thought. 

She looked up into Petion’s face. The whiteness of 
his hair made his sallow skin look tan. A dull tan. Al¬ 
most as though whatever color it had once been had 
wearied and faded. She too was a mulatto. Black and 
white. When she grew old, would her two bloods grow 
tired and blend in this same drab tan also? 

“I am proud of my black blood,” Asya told him, fol- 
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lowing her train of thought. “There was a time when I 
wanted to die rather than live with it flowing through 
my heart. That was before I knew that Negroes are 
people too. With hearts and dreams. And aches.” 

“You must be proud of both bloods, Asya.” M. 
Petion spoke in the voice of a father instructing a 
daughter. 

“Oh, I am. I am. I was bom being glad I was white. 
It was only that I had to learn to be fateful for being 
black too.” She looked at him admiringly. “What do 
you value most that you inherited from your Negro 
blood?” ^ 

Petion gave a thoughtful smile. “Of all the gifts I re¬ 
ceived from the black race, the one I enjoy most is the 
optimism it bequeathed me. It is not an optimism that 
grows in my mind and theii argues to assure me. It is 
something that just naturally is in my being. It is a 
spirit that, when I am confronted with failure or dis¬ 
couragement, sings a happy beat through my veins, 
rattles my heart with a merry shake, and dances a jig 
in my feet. It chants, ‘All will be well. AH will be 
well.’ ” 

“I have the same song in me too,” Asya said 
playfully. “Do you know what the words say?” 

“Non*' 

“They sing, ‘Ride vrith the soldiers. Go to the 
mountains. Meet Le Brigand. All will be well. All will 
be well.’ ” 

M. Petion wagged a reproving finger. “You have 
tricked me. Trick^ me with my own words,” he said, 
A smile spread across his emaciated face, M. Petion 
was happy and relaxed. 

Asya was up on her knees beside him again, her 
hands on the arm of his chair. “M. Petion, do let me 
go with the men.” She was serious, all coquetry gone. 
“I am stifled. I can no longer stay in my house and 
wait and wonder and do nothing.” 

“Already you have given much to the republic,” he 
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reminded her, “All your wealth you have put at our 
disposal. Is that nothing?” 

“That’s only money. That’s the easy part. Others are 
having the excitement of using it, malang things hap¬ 
pen. Look at Le Brigand!” she exclaimed, referring to 
the renegade leader who had holed up in the 
mountains to fight Christophe. She had heard stories of 
the fearless bandit, and was privately longing to meet 
him. 

“You want to go to war and fire a musket with the 
men? Is that what you want?” 

"'Non. Non. I want to ride with the supplies up to 
the mountains. I won’t go near the fighting. All I want 
to do is be close by and find out how the revolution is 
going. Else I won’t know for months who deserted at 
Thomassique. Who followed the strange brigand into 
the mountains. Who is this guerrilla who has come to 
our defense, and now is in danger of being wiped out if 
we do not send supplies. If I stay home, I shall know 
nothing and I shall suffocate,” she announced. 

M, Petion looked at Asya with a suspicious eye. “Is 
there one man in particular you would like some in¬ 
formation about?” 

The unexpectedness of his question made Asya sit 
back on her heels, her arms limp at her sides. She felt 
herself blushing and put her hands up to her cheeks. 

Petion gave a soft chuckle. “That’s all right, my 
dear. Your face has answered for you. So,” he wore a 
happy look as he nodded his head in approval, “there 
is a young man. The old woman of twenty-four is but a 
girl after all.” 

“And I may go?” Asya asked, grinning up at him. 

*‘Oui. Bonne chance. I am not so old that I would 
come between lovers.” 

Asya’s heart fluttered at the word. Lovers. He had 
told her that he loved her. But how long ago had that 
been? How could she tell this kind man that to be 
loved by Etienne was but the wishful yearning of her 
heart? 
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With the blessing of M. Petion, and in the company 
of his private chaplain, Abbe Gregoire, Asya rode with 
the soldiers up the long road from Port-au-Prince to 
Bouza and from there headed into the mountain wil¬ 
derness. The president had insisted the priest go along. 
“Those poor men in that ragged army, trapped up 
there in the mountains, have not had an opportunity to 
make their Easter duty. Only God Himself knows how 
long it has been since they have enjoyed the 
sacraments.” 

Asya had an idea it was not the men and their un¬ 
shriven souls about which M. Petion was concerned. 
The president was old-fashioned enough to think she 
needed a chaperone and yet sharp enough not to dis¬ 
cuss the matter with her. Thinking about her need for 
protection brought a s mil e to Asya’s lips. Who would 
want to make advances to her, dressed as she was? 
Even the water boy looked better. 

Asya had “borrowed” some faded green pants from 
her gardener, and since he was inclined to grow a 
paunch, it was necessary to secure them by tying a red 
scarf about her waist. After a few days on the journey, 
Abbe Gregoire handed her a rope with the captain’s 
orders to replace the red scarf. Its bright color was too 
easily spotted by the enemy. 

The white blouse was her own. Its high-buttoned 
collar made it seem a modest garment at the time Asya 
had selected it, But during the long rides, she grew hot 
and took to leaving it open at the neck. This relief was 
short-lived, for, as her watchful chaperone was quick 
to point out, her attire was not very proper and she 
ought to button her collar. Her large-brimmed straw hat 
was disreputable, but she cherished it. Asya had rolled 
her hair into a ball on top of her head, and the only 
hat which would fit was that of her cook, a large ro¬ 
tund woman with a head to match her girth. The hat 
always hung on a peg beside the kitchen entrance, 
handy for donning against the sun when the woman 
went to the iron market or out to the garden for 
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herbs. The broken straw stuck out at crazy angles in so 
many places that it looked as though an untidy bird 
had built its nest atop her head. But it served its 
purpose, as it doggedly repulsed all efforts of the gusty 
winds in the high mountains to dislodge its grip upon 
her hair. 

Each day, the army of reinforcements rode until the 
sun set. Asya had no idea how far they had gone, or 
where she was. After a while, all the mount^s looked 
the same. To her it was like riding in the middle of the 
sea with waves of rocks and trees instead of water. 

Early one morning as she was ready to mount her 
horse, Abbe Gregoire came to Asya to announce that 
she was not to ride with the men that day. They were 
approaching their destination, and fighting was expect¬ 
ed. The soldiers were going on to the aid of the 
trapped brigand, but the supplies, other than those 
needed for the skirmish, would be left here at a safe 
distance. 

“Well!” Asya was indignant. She was being shoved 
out of the excitement. “I ^dn’t come all diis way to sit 
on the sidelines and keep an eye on the provisions.” 

“That won’t be necessary,” the abbe said seriously. 
“The captain has assigned a guard to keep watch. You 
will be safe.” 

“Me? Am I the only one left behind?” 

‘Won. Non. The cook will stay too.” He started to 
hurry away. 

“But what about you?” Asya ran after him. “Aren’t 
you staying here with us too?” 

Abbe Gregoire paused long enough to turn around 
and give Asya a withering look. “Bon Mkre! I am a 
man of God. My place is on the battlefield with the in¬ 
jured and the dying.” With that, his sandaled feet 
whisked him after the column of soldiers heading 
toward a clearing where the horses waited. 

As the days passed, Asya thought of herself as the 
impedimenta referred to in Caesar’s wars, which she 
had studied in Latin class. Never in her wildest dreams 
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could she have foreseen herself in this role. Yet, here 
she was. She tried to make conversation with the cook, 
but he had a well-guarded jug, whose contents he im¬ 
bibed frequently. It was obvious that he did not mind 
being classified impedimenta. 

Such thoughts were silly, of course. She was really 
occupying herself with these lighter reflections to keep 
her mind off graver matters. There was M. Petion. 
Would she ever see him again? This past year she had 
watched him slip toward death. It was his stomach. 
When he ate, the pain went up his back, across the top 
of bis head, and down into his eyes. She had often seen 
him like this, his arms held stiffly out from his sides, 
his fists clenched as though he would squeeze out the 
hell within. Physician after physician had come to him. 
The houngans had taken their turns. Some said he 
might overcome it, but most shook their heads. 

And yet, M. Petion worked on, attacking the duties 
of his office with the vigor of a well man. 

“Why don’t you rest after one of those spells?” Asya 
once asked him. 

“Why should I? I didn’t die, did I?” He was amused 
that she should ask. “As long as I’m still alive, I may 
as well work.” 

Asya would always be grateful to M. Petion. When 
she received the payment for the Chalice of Casals and 
had offered tfi^ full amount to him for his fight against 
North Haiti and Christophe, he had refused. “If I take 
this money, you will have nothing, Asya. You must in¬ 
vest it and give only the interest for our cause. Some¬ 
day, you will return to your home and you will need 
the principal for a fresh start.” 

“But—but I don’t know anything about invest¬ 
ments.” She had felt so ignorant. 

“FU take you to a banker. You can trust him,” 
Petion assured her. “Whatever he advises will be safe.” 

Remembering, Asya smiled. She had later reported 
to Petion that she had bought a rum factory, and he 
remarked that it was a very lucrative business. What 

540 



ASYA 


she had not told him about was her other investment, 
the major source of her large donations to the cause. A 
man of his ideals would not have approved. 

Suddenly Asya felt lonely. In her musings, she had 
b^n sitting on the wild grass, her back against a tree, 
but now she ran back toward the cook and the guard 
and the impedimenta. If she. talked to someone, 
perhaps she would not cry. 

Asya lost count of the number of days she waited. 
At last a subaltern came to escort her to Le Brigand’s 
hideout far up in the mountains. She was heady with 
anticipation. The long time of impatience and boredom 
was wiped out as though it had been endured in an¬ 
other era. 

Asya and her companions and, of course, the imped¬ 
imenta, rode uphill for two days and finally came out 
upon a plateau, carved millennia ago by the winds and 
the rains from die top of die mountain. It was a large 
area, as large as a town square, with trees and giant 
rocks breaking the bleakness. At one end, a waterfall 
ran down from a mountain above. Up here, a ^oup of 
rebels could hold off an attacking force forever if it had 
the supplies. A thrill went through Asya’s body. She 
had made those supplies possible. 

“Where is Le Brigand?” Asya turned to the subal¬ 
tern, whose name she had never asked. *T want to 
meet him.” 

He pointed toward the side of the mountain to a 
thicket of ivy, which grew down over a straight wall of 
rock, Asya was puzzled and opened her mouth to ask 
what he meant when she saw a hand protrude from the 
ivy and thrust it aside like a curtain of coarse green 
strands. A man stepped out, a soldier with a face so 
weather-beaten that Asya could not tell if he was white 
or Negro. His rumpled uniform was as nondescript as 
his face, giving the effect that he was an extension of 
landscape. 

This must be the guerrilla of the mountain. She ran 
toward him. “Are you Le Brigand?” 
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If she had been a St. Bernard with a cask about her 
neck, the soldier could not have looked more surprised. 
His eyes blinked with his stupefaction. He shook his 
head. “Non,” the voice stumbled. “He’s—■” The voice 
died, and the man could only point with a wavering 
thumb toward the ivy from where he had come, 

Asya was annoyed. Had he never seen a woman in 
pants? “I want to see Le Brigand,” she announced in 
what sounded to her ears like a tone of haughtiness, 
but she did not care. 

With that same look of disbelief, the soldier, his eyes 
still on Asya, tilted his head and called back through 
the ivy in a voice which was no more than a croak, 
“He-she wants to see you.” 

“Who the devil is he-she? A Chinaman?” someone 
boomed out from behind the ivy curtain. 

Asya’s heart leaped in her breast. Was it possible? 
Had she suspected all along? Pushing aside the soldier, 
or rather knocking him over, Asya shot through the 
green vines, into a cave beyond. And there he was! 
Seated at a table of rough boards, his head bent over a 
sheaf of papers which he was holding up close to the 
flame of a candle that flickered from the lip of a jug at 
his elbow. Even with the beard, Asya knew it was he. 
She stood still, saying nothing. Looking and adoring. 
The shape of his head. The light and shadow caressing 
his cheek. His ^air bleached to a white gold from too 
much sun. 

Without taking his eyes from the papers he was 
studying, the man at the table asked, “^^at do you 
want, he-she?” 

There was that same amusement in his voice. 
Remembering, love for him surging through her whole 
body, stifling her, Asya could scarcely breathe. She 
could not speak. 

When she did not answer, and there was only 
silence, Etienne Grenier, Le Brigand looked up. The 
papers slid from his hands. He stared at her, his eyes 
open wide in shock. Asya’s heart was pounding so 
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fiercely against her chest that her strength was slipping 
away. In this aU-encompassing weakness, her eyes 
could not retain their tears, and in their wetness, the 
face of her beloved swam before her. Asya saw him 
leap to his feet, and as her knees buckled, Etienne’s 
arms came around her and she sank against him. 

Asya sobbed. The warmth, the wonder of him. No 
struggle. It was all over. Only the ecstasy was left. The 
ecstasy of resting her head on his breast. The ecstasy 
of his hand holding her head tightly against him. His 
voice saying over and over again in a hushed, gentle 
way, “Asya. Asya. I have found you.” 

There was so much she wanted to tell him, but her 
voice was lost. She did not miss it, for tears are the 
words of the heart. She lay against him until her eyes 
stopped their weeping, and her heart, limp from its or¬ 
deal, had curled up and snugged itself deep in her 
breast—or was it in his? Asya felt Etienne’s hand un¬ 
der her chin, tilting back her head until he looked into 
her eyes and she into his. 

*T love you.” He said it quietly; his eyes were 
serious and clear, speaking from his heart. His head 
came down and their lips met. They clung to each 
other, wedded by the warmth, the yearning which 
flowed between them. Her whole physical being 
throbbed to become part of him, at the same time 
crying out, demanding he be a part of her. 

Etienne picked Asya up in his arms and carried her 
to—somewhere. She did not know, for they floated 
high above the world. When he laid her down, never 
taking his arms from about her, and she felt the weight 
of him upon her, Asya’s body flowed to him, demand¬ 
ing him, claiming him, yielding, drowning itself in the 
deep, deep sea of the wondrous warmth which was Eti¬ 
enne. 

Asya awakened the next morning to bright sunlight 
streaming in through a high aperture in the side of the 
cave. Its golden rays shone down upon her face and 
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she shut her eyes again so that she might bask in its 
caress. She lay very still so as not to disturb the blissful 
state which permeated her whole being.' She was being 
created again, born into a happy world where she 
could love and be loved. Never would she have to fight 
again. Never would she be lonely. 

Slowly, Asya opened her eyes and let them rest on 
the ceiling of the cave. The rocks pointed down in 
jagged spears or disappeared into black recesses in the 
mountain above, as though fashioned by a clumsy 
mason with no pattern in mind. Languidly, Asya 
turned her glance to the opening in the cave which 
framed the patch of blue sky. This was her little cell of 
heaven in the mountains. She was like that monk of 
Vienna the soeurs had told her about. The one who 
had spent his life in a hole in the rocks, with only a 
small window, carved out of the stone, through which 
to look down upon the earth. At the time she had 
thought it a harsh way to spend a life, but she was 
wrong. Life in a cell was ^orious. No wonder the 
monk did not leave. He had his God to keep him 
company, and she her lover. 

Asya stretched out her arms, and the bedcover fell 
back. She was naked. It was an exciting sensation. She 
threw back the rough blanket so that the length of her 
body might feel the warmth from the sun. She laughed 
because she was so happy that some sound must come 
from her throat. 

“And what amuses ma cherie, my sleepyhead, so 
late in the morning?” came a voice from somewhere in 
the cave. His dear voice. 

“Oh,” Asya gasped, at the same time pulling the 
cover up over her body. “I thought I was alone. 

“You were until now. I came in to see if you were 
ever going to awaken.” He sat down beside her. Lean¬ 
ing over, he kissed her on the forehead, his lips light, 
caressing. They touched along her nose and around her 
mouth, gentle brushings of the wings of love. He kissed 
her throat, making her tingle with the touch of him, 
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and then he laid his head against her breast. “How 
beautiful you are, Asya.” 

Tenderly she stroked his hair. Only then was she 
aware of the change in his appearance. “Why, Eti¬ 
enne,” she smiled. “You’ve shaved your beard. “Was 
that for me?” 

“And only now do you notice it.” Etienne looked up 
at her and shook his head in playful disapproval. 
“Asya, on what have you been keeping your thoughts?” 

Asya blushed. She knew she was blushing, for she 
could feel the blood rushing up into her cheeks. 

“Don’t answer. I know,” he teased. “Your red face 
gives you away, and I love you for it.” 

“I guess I’ll always be a naive schoolgirl,” Asya 
pouted. 

“I guess so.” His eyes sparkled with humor. 

“But I don’t want to be. You discourage me when 
you agree with me. I like to think of myself as a femme 
fatale.” 

Etienne threw back his head and laughed. “You’ll 
never be a femme fatale. You might be able to strut 
about like a well-bred lady for a little while, but when 
you want to spout off, you’ll always become your 
natural self again—your natural, ornery self.” Etienne 
reached out and tousled her hair. “And I love you for 
it,” he said softly. 

“I’m glad.” Asya ran her hand lovingly along his 
cheek. “You know, I’m happy you shaved your beard.” 

“Why?” he asked. 

“Because it will be easier to pick you out from all 
the other men up here in the wilds.” With that, Asya 
ducked her head under the cover and roUed over on 
her stomach. 

“Coward.” Etienne gave her a loving swat on the 
tail. 

Asya giggled again. 

“Femmes fatales don’t giggle,” Etienne told her. 

Asya pulled the edge of the blanket away just far 

545 


ASYA 


enough to peer out with one eye from behind strands 
of her tangled hair. 

“Look at you. What kind of a bride will you make?” 
Etienne chided. “Have you no pride in your appear¬ 
ance on your own wedding day?” 

Asya sat up, clutching the blanket tightly about her¬ 
self. “What are you talking about? You haven’t asked 
me to marry you.” 

“I’m asking you now,” Etienne announced. “Non, 
I’m telling you. We’re being married this afternoon.” 

Slowly Asya got to her feet, the blanket still 
wrapped around her. She stood before him and was 
quiet, saying nothing, biting her lower Up. He stared 
down at bewilderment on his face. 

“Don’t you love me, Asya?” he asked. 

She nodded. Tears started to roll down her cheeks. 
“You can’t marry me,” Asya sobbed. “I’m black.” 

“That’s nothing. Take a bath.” 

Asya let out a wail. “I am serious, Etienne. I have 
Negro blood in me.” 

Tenderly, he folded her into his arms. “I know, 
Asya. Negu told me. Don’t you see, I love you, what¬ 
ever it is that you happen to be.” He laid his cheek 
against the top of her head. “Don’t cry, darling,” he 
comforted. “I don’t care what kind of blood runs 
through your veins, so long as it flows, keeping you 
warm and lo^ng, and yielding as you were last night. 
Love is of the heart, not the blood.” 

“But what about our children? They’ll be all mixed 
up. Black and white. What kind of a legacy will we be 
giving them?” 

Etienne laughed softly. “If they pick up the 
conniving ingenuity of their great-grandmother, Negu, 
and the combativeness and spirit of their mother, what 
else do our petits enfants need?” He shook his head in 
admiration. "A glorious heritage!” 

Asya managed a weak smile. “And what, monsieur, 
will you contribute toward our glorious progeny?” 

“Support.” He took her face between his hands and 
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kissed her on the tip of her nose. “Now, go make your¬ 
self into the most beautiful bride that ever was. You 
have until this afternoon.” 

And beautiful she was. Her only shirt, buttoned 
modestly to the chin, and the too-big breeches, once 
more held up by the bright red scarf, were Asya’s 
wedding gown. Her long black hair, gathered loosely at 
the neck with vines of orchids, hung unpinned down 
her back. In her hands, Asya carried a bouquet of 
wild, white poinsettias. Her wedding ring was a circlet 
fashioned from the golden feathers of a hummingbird. 

The wedding ceremony itself could not have been 
more beautiful if it had been performed in the most 
fashionable locale. The side of the mountain served as 
the altar. An altar of stone. It rose majestically high 
above the earth like a finger pointing to God, beckon¬ 
ing Him to notice the mortals at its feet. The walls of 
the cathedral were the trees, and its floor was their 
leaves and needles, dropped by the boughs overhead 
into a rich mosaic of browns and greens. The 
candlelight was the golden sunlight filtering through the 
trees. The birds formed the choir, singing from their 
lofts in the treetops. The organ music was made by the 
water cascading down over the rocks of the mountain. 
And the dome of the church was the blue sky, hung 
with white clouds of angel’s wings. 

The guests had been invited, and they had all come, 
dressed in their worn uniforms and shaggy beards, 
watching from among the trees like little brown 
gnomes who had crawled up from the earth to witness 
the wedding of two of their woodland friends. 
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Mere Brigitte waited in her office for the arrival of 
Sophia, Queen of Prussia. She was looking forw^d 
with relish to this meeting—confrontation was perhaps 
a better word—and the nun made no attempt to con¬ 
trol the excitement she was feeling. It was not often an 
abbess called a queen to account, especially one who 
had donated so liberally to the order of the Sacre- 
Coeur. Mere Brigitte had never called anyone to ac¬ 
count before. Perhaps that was the reason she savored 
the prospect of the role she was about to play. 

It had been a long climb up to the position Mere 
Brigitte now held as head of Sacre-Coeur Hospital. As 
she looked back upon it now, the way to the top had 
been lonely, dreary and, at times, hopeless. That she 
had been selected as mother superior of the hospital 
had come as a surprise to Mere Brigitte. Nothing nice, 
as far back as she could remember, had ever happened 
to her. True, she had worked hard at the hospital sim¬ 
ply because that was the way she was raised. “You 
must do your best, and God will reward; He sees all,” 
had been among the platitudes urged upon her during 
her growing-up years, but Mere Brigitte never dreamed 
that God or anyone else would ever seek her out for 
one of life’s awards. 

To enter the monastic order had not been Mere 
Brigitte’s choice. It was thrust upon her. Ordained by 
Heaven, her parents and aunts had called it. Bom the 
fifth daughter of the Marquis and Marchioness de 
Rainilly, Annette, as she was christened, was referred 
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to by her relatives as “the little bird.” Annette thought 
it was because she liked to run and hop and jump. Her 
feet had invisible wings, for they never wanted to be 
still. She loved motion for itself. 

Then she found out why they called her “the little 
bird.” One day some relatives called and were having 
chocolate in the garden. Annette wandered among 
them, seeing how many sweetmeats she could filch 
from their plates, when a hawk flew down and landed 
on top of the table where the plates of cakes were 
standing. One of the maids screamed and tried to shoo 
it away, but the bird held ground and refused to budge. 
Annette was used to hawks. They were only birds, but 
this one was an ugly one. He was larger than any she 
had seen, and he stuck his beak out as though daring 
anyone to order him ofi the white tablecloth into which 
he had dug his sharp claws. Annette was fascinated 
and went closer to get a better look. She held out a 
Prager Kuchen, and the bird snatched it from her fin¬ 
gers, giving her a nasty look which seemed to say it 
was about time it got some service. 

Someone giggled behind Annette, and she heard a 
voice say, “Seeing them together, one wonders which is 
hawk and which is child.” 

The bird took off, and, at the same time, Annette 
ran into the house, sobbing to herself. “I hate aunts. I 
hate all relatives.” 

Once inside, she stood on a chair and looked at her 
beaklike nose in the salon mirror. Fresh tears broke 
out. She did look like that ugly hawk. “Even a bird 
does not want to look like me. I’m ugly.” 

Whether ordained by God or by her relatives, An¬ 
nette was packed off to the convent the day after her 
Confirmation. She was eager to go after overhearing 
one of the relatives at her Confirmation Day feast re¬ 
mark, “It’s well the convent is taking that girl. With 
her looks, she’d never get a husband.” At least, An¬ 
nette told herself, there would be no aunts at Sacre- 
Coeur Hospital, 
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Annette liked the convent. I>ressed exactly the same 
as the other nuns, her ugliness was less noticeable. 
When she sat in tibe chapel during Vespers or Holy 
Mass, Annette’s eyes liked to wander over the rows of 
robed women of the Sacre-Coeur and muse how every¬ 
one was identical. A happiness came into her. heart. 
This was the way God regarded the souls of all 
mankind everywhere. Identical. Of equal value. Even 
ugly little girls with noses like hawks. He loved them 
all, and saw them aU the same. 

After years of training, Annette, now Soeur Brigitte, 
was placed in charge of the nursery. She was delisted. 
It w^ not the service she rendered that gladdened 
Soeur Brigitte’s heart. It was the warmth and cuddliness 
of tbe babies themselves which she loved. Her heart, 
for most of her life, had been a cold, damp room, but 
now, when she held a baby in her arms and crooned a 
little song in his ear, he kindled a glow wit hin . Babies 
did not say unkin d words nor give orders nor make one 
combative. They were little souls just sent from God, 
still wrapped in His love, and if you held them close, 
you coidd feel His Messing of peace, which every new 
baby brin^ from Heaven as a gift. 

Only once was Soeur Brigitte called from the nurs¬ 
ery. That had been years ago when Mere Denise and 
M6re Magdelaine had gone to Rome, and she was 
made acting pother superior during their absence. She 
had not Uked the temporary honor, as the other nuns 
seemed to regard it, for she had been called upon to 
make decisions, and decisions frightened her at that 
time. She herself thought she had done well in her brief 
term as head of the hospital, but when Mere Denise 
and Mere Magdelaine returned from Rome, they were 
most upset Aat she had permitted Asya Drapeaux to 
leave for Haiti. Soeur Brigitte had seen no wrong in it. 
The solicitor was a bona gentleman of the law, and 
his papers, with their bright seals, clearly requested 
Asya’s immediate departure for Haiti, if she was to 
claim her inheritance. Surely everyone knew that some- 
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day, she must leave the hospital. Soeur Brigitte was 
merely obeying the law. It was as simple as that. 

Certainly she had loved Asya as much as the rest of 
them. The girl had been but a toddler when Soeur 
Brigitte was first assigned to the nursery. At first, Soeur 
Brigitte was afraid of the little girl. She appeared so big 
beside the newborn infants. But soon Asya became a 
great help to Soeur Brigitte. She knew where every¬ 
thing was kept and was a specialist in the job, in which 
she claimed priority, of swabbing the poor little seats, 
when they became irritated, Avith egg white mixed with 
olive oil. 

Asya must be a young woman by now, she mused. 
About twenty-five. Probably married with her own 
batch of babies whose little behinds needed rubbing 
with egg white and olive oil. She wondered if Asya 
remembered the homemade Sacre-Coeur panacea for 
sore bottoms. 

M^re Brigitte shook her head to wipe out the reflec¬ 
tions of the past. This pending meeting with the Queen 
of Prussia was a serious matter. A woman, a spoiled, 
indulged woman, had by her own indifference, or 
cowardice, changed the destiny of a human life. That 
was for God to do, and she, Mere Brigitte, meant to 
help God put that life back on its intended course. 

The matter had come to her attention shortly after 
Mere Brigitte assumed her new office. It was the duty 
of the mother superior to keep the files on the births 
and deaths of the babies bom in the hospital, and no 
one —no one —^but she was permitted to touch these 
files. 

One afternoon Mere Brigitte was examining some of 
the older files to learn how her predecessor had re¬ 
corded the personal data of the hospital patients. And 
then she found it! Found the sham which had been 
perpetrated upon a little girl. A little girl who had once 
been a baby like the babies of her own she must now 
be cuddling! It was all there in the files! 

Asya Drapeaux had been bom out of wedlock to So- 
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phia, then Duchess of Hesse, and Orlando D’Azio of 
Cadiz, Spain. She was not the child of Celeste and 
Andre Drapeaux. That baby had died at birth! 

Who had done this? Who had falsified the hospital 
records? Who had switched the babies? Surely not 
Mere Magdelaine. Perhaps, the child’s mother, Queen 
Sophia herself! No, she coifid not even entertain such a 
thought. But the Queen had certainly expressed an un¬ 
usual interest in the Order of the Sacre-Coeur. M^re 
Brigitte stiffened in anger. Why, her munificent gffts of 
buildings and furnishings had been nothing but bribery! 
Her regular visits to the hospital, ostensibly in the 
name of charity, were actually to see her daughter. 
Why, she had been nothing but a fraud! 

There was a tap on the door. A nun in a white 
habit, identical to that of the mother superior and all 
the other members of the order, high or low, an¬ 
nounced that the queen had arrived. 

“Bon jour. Mere Brigitte,” said the queen as she 
stepped into ^e office. 

The nun looked at her visitor, saying nothing for the 
moment. In her mind, Mdre Brigitte had told herself 
that the queen was a spineless, simpering old woman, 
overly touted by the members of the Sacre-Coeur, who, 
like a bunch of children, were blinded by the ^ts she 
gave them. But in front of her stood lovely Queen So¬ 
phia, still golden and beautiful as ever. Her soft voice, 
the regal way she held her head, her slow, lovely smile, 
bespoke breeding and innate graciousness. 

As she looked at the repose of that face and into the 
queen’s clear, gray eyes, M^re Brigitte knew a twinge 
of bitterness. Age and sin had left no ugly mark upon 
this woman. There are always some souls, she thought, 
God makes special. 

“Congratulations, M^re Brigitte,” Sophia broke the 
silence, “on your election to head of the hospital. My 
best wishes for you are that you enjoy your duties as 
much as your last two predecessors. Mere Magdelaine 
and M^re Denise.” She held out her hand to the nun. 
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M^re Brigitte barely touched it. Motioning to a 
chair, she said coldly, “Do be seated, your Majesty.” 

With a righteous air. Mere Brigitte sat down behind 
her desk, her symbol of authority giving her every right 
to preside over this inquisition. She wet her lips in 
what seemed a natural preamble to the easy issuance of 
words, folded her arms across her bosom, and looked 
at the summoned visitor, who, by now, was regarding 
Mere Brigitte with a quizzical eye. 

“It is precisely because of my predecessors that I 
have asked you to come,” the superior announced. 
“There is much to be done, and the sooner the better, 
so I shall not indulge in useless banalities while you 
wonder why I have sent for you.” 

The queen made no comment, but her eyes 
brightened with interest. 

“I have been going over the past files of the hospi¬ 
tal,” M6re Brigitte paused a brief moment, “as is my 
duty as mother superior. I find a great injustice has 
been done to one of the babies bom in our care. I 
learned that Asya Drapeaux is your daughter and not 
the child of a mulatto and a Creole from Haiti. That 
child and mother died the day of the birth.” 

Not so much as a flicker passed over Queen Sophia’s 
face. She was attentive and interested as though listen¬ 
ing to the tale of some unknown person. 

“Is this so?” Mere Brigitte asked accusingly. 

“Dm/,” Sophia answered in the same lovely soft 
voice she might have used to comment upon the beauty 
of the weather. “Asya is my daughter. That is right.” 

Mere Brigitte stared in amazement at the woman 
across the desk from her. “You do not deny it, then?” 

“Non.” 

“There is no mistake in the files?” 

“Non,” 

“Am I to understand that M^re Magdelaine went 
along with the idea to misrepresent the child’s iden¬ 
tity?” 

Sophia sighed, as one does before the start of a difiB- 
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cult, unpleasant task. “It was Mere Magdelaine’s idea 
to switch babies. The mulatto infant had died, and my 
brother came to the hospital to kill my baby. Why lose 
two lives? It was Mere Magdelaine’s quick thinking 
which saved Asya.” 

Mere Brigitte scoffed, “Come, now, you expect me 
to believe such dramatics? Why should your brother 
wish to kill his own niece?” 

The queen leaned forward and, with a twinkle in her 
eyes, whispered, “Because he thought he was God.” 

The mother superior of the Order of the Sacre- 
Coeur scowled across at her visitor. Was she trying to 
imply that she too was meddling with God’s work. 
“Why did Mere Magdelaine not order him out?” 

“My brother had leprosy and planned to contami¬ 
nate the whole hospital with the disease if she did not 
give him the baby. You did not know my brother. He 
would have done so, too.” 

“Nonsense! Leprosy is not contagious in a temperate 
climate such as ours.” 

Sophia bowed her head in a gesture of shame, but 
when she spoke her voice betrayed her attitude as but a 
sham. “How stupid of us women. Too bad you were 
not there. Mother. You could have enlightened our ig¬ 
norance.” 

Mere Brigitte bristled. The situation was not going 
to her liking. “I shall no longer question your story,” 
she said testilyf “but I cannot understand why this 
fraud was permitted to continue after your brother had 
gone.” 

The visitor raised her head and stared innocently at 
her inquisitor. “What should I have done?” she asked. 
“I was to marry the King of Prussia. Do you think he 
wanted a child along with his bride?” 

“Of course not!” Mere Brigitte snapped. “I merely 
wish to point out that your child should have been al¬ 
lowed to assume her proper identity after the crisis 
with your brother was over.” 

Sophia gave a bitter laugh. “Where my brother was 
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concerned, there was always a crisis.” She sobered. 
“We could not endanger Asya’s life by running the risk 
of Actah’s learning she was still alive. We felt my child 
safer living under another’s name.” 

“And who are we?” 

“Mere Magdelaine and I.” 

“Are you saying that Mere Magdelaine sanctioned 
this lie, this sin? That one member of our order would 
dare to hide the truth?” 

“iVon. Not one member of the order, but two. Do 
not forget that Mdre Denise, when she became su¬ 
perior, also went along with the little ruse.” 

Mere Brigitte was indignant. “Do not think that, by 
giving it another name, you can disguise evil.” 

Sophia gave the nun a patient smile, and her poise 
was as unshaken as when she had first entered the of¬ 
fice. “Mere Brigitte, you must try to understand. If you 
had been there the night my brother came, you would 
be more tolerant of the situation. The world cannot be 
ruled by absolute ri^t and absolute wrong. There are 
times when that which is wrong is seen in a different 
light, and it becomes right. As yet, you are new in your 
office as head of the Sacre-Coeur Order. You will find 
many times that you cannot go by the ordained rules. 
Instead, you will have to use mercy and leniency, as 
your wisdom decides.” 

M&re Brigitte shot to her feet, hot words at the tip 
of her tongue. But she kept her mouth shut. She must 
not say anything lest she lose h^ grip on dignity. 
Slowly, she sat down. 

Choosing her words carefully, the nun said in a vin¬ 
dictive tone, “You are the sinner, and yet you dare to 
talk to me of right and wrong.” 

The queen raised her cMn. “I do not look upon 
myself as a sinner. I loved Asya’s father. I gave birth 
to a wonderful child. Where is the sin?” 

“In duping the Drapeaux family,” Mere Brigitte shot 
out viciously, “into thinking their child was alive.” 

“That makes them more fortunate. They will never 
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know they lost their own child. This keeps everyone 
happy.” 

“What kind of a mother are you?” the woman at the 
desk accused. “To deny her own baby. To sit here and 
calmly speak of her as though she meant nothing to 
you.” 

“I don’t deny her. I just don’t own up to her. What 
good would I be to her if she knew who I was? If the 
world knew? She would be bitter and hate me for what 
the world would do to her. There is no place for a 
bastard in society.’? 

“But,” Mere Brigitte snapped back, “even if this de¬ 
ception was all for Asya’s good, why then was the Dra- 
peaux money accepted for the education of a child 
which had died at birth? Was that not stealing?” 

‘Won. It was worth whatever M. Drapeaux sent the 
Order of the Sacre-Coeur for the joy of believing his 
baby still lived. He knew no sorrow and, in the end, his 
family got the child for whom they had paid all those 
years. And I—I am the one who does without, and I 
would not change it, for I know Asya is happy.” For 
the first time the queen’s voice betrayed some emotion. 

“You have heard from her then?” 

“Not directly. My nephew is in Haiti. He helps the 
emperor there with international affairs. He teUs me 
that Asya has the loveliest plantation in the country. Is 
beautiful and richi Could I have given her all that, had 
I admitted to being her mother? Gould I have guaran¬ 
teed her safety? This way, I know she is safe. I pray 
for her, believing my prayers will be answered. I trust 
her to God. Who better to look after her?” 

“No other,” the mother superior agreed, “in light of 
what you have told me. However,” her voice took on a 
note of stubborn authority, “I think Asya should now 
be told the truth of her parentage. She is old enough to 
be discreet and keep the matter to herself. But teU her 
we must.” 

“You sound so very, very determined to upset a 
young girl’s life. Why?” 
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“Asya, as the daughter of Celeste, is a mulatto. As 
your daughter, your Majesty, she is a Caucasian. I 
think Asya should be aware of her true blood.” 

Sophia looked at the nun in amazement. “How does 
that make a difference? Asya has made a new life for 
herself in Haiti. If she is happy, is that not all that 
matters?” 

“There are certain facts in life we must face, your 
Majesty,” Mere Brigitte announced, “and we cannot 
run from them on the premise that it might upset ‘hap¬ 
piness.’ I strongly feel it would be a great sin for me to 
continue this deception of Asya’s background. For the 
world, it need not know. But Asya must know. It is 
God’s will. That is the way I see it.” 

“Asya was adopted by M. Drapeaux,” Sophia said in 
an icy voice. “As his legal daughter, she was evidently 
accepted without question. The subject of her back¬ 
ground may never have come up, or if it has, by now it 
is probably settled to the satisfaction of all concerned. 
What enjoyment can you possibly derive from stirring 
up a turbulence in someone’s life?” 

“I am not stirring up a turbulence,” Mere Brigitte 
hammered out each word. “I am merely presenting the 
truth. Is the truth wrong?” 

The visitor did not answer. She sat there and shook 
her head while her eyes gave the mother superior a 
pitying look. 

M^re Brigitte was nettled. “I am sorry,” she said, 
“that you cannot understand my position. But I am the 
mother superior and I have a duty to perform. And— 
she gave her desk a definite pat with the flat of her 
hand to emphasize the point she was about to 
make “—and perform it I shall! It is the principle of 
the thing!” 

Sophia stood up quickly. “In that case,” she said, 
“our conference is concluded,” and took a step toward 
the door. 

‘Won. Non’’ Mere Brigitte held up a hand. “Don’t 
go yet. I need Asya’s address in Cap Henri.” 
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“You expect me to give it to you?” Sophia asked. 

“Whether you give the address to me or not will not 
alter matters. It will only simplify them. I can always 
write to Rome and get the name of the bishop or a 
priest assigned to Cap Henri and post the letter for 
Asya in his care. So why not go along with God’s will 
and let me have the address?” 

The queen gave the abbess a sly look. Her eyes 
twinkled and she said coyly, “Non. You will have to 
get it on your own. It’s the principle of the thing.” 
Then she raised her head defiantly and swished from 
the room. 

The Abb^ Corneille Brille was preparing to say 
Mass. He had many things on his mind, the least of 
which was the note he had received only the day be¬ 
fore from the mother superior of the Hospital of the 
Sacre-Coeur in Chalon-Sur-Mame, France. The letter 
she had enclosed for forwarding to Asya was, ac¬ 
cording to Mere Brigitte, of the utmost importance and 
she expected him to make certain that it reached Mile. 
Drapeaux’s hands. As soon as Ookie arrived, Abb6 
Brille would dispatch him with the letter to the dock. 
There was a ship in now, a Portuguese sail, which was 
leaving sometime today for Port-au-Prince. The priest 
knew the captain. He could be counted on to see that 
the letter reach^ its destination. 

Abbe Brille did know the exact whereabouts of 
Asya Drapeaux. In fact, everyone in the imperial 
palace knew that she was somewhere in South Haiti, 
plotting against the emperor. Her hostile actions 
against Christophe had been reported back to him. Al¬ 
though Petion was now dead over a year, Asya had 
joined forces with General Boyer, his successor, and 
Henri Christophe saw her hand, her financial hand, be¬ 
hind every one of his military’s setbacks at Fort 
Thomassique. The townsfolk seemed unaware of the 
painful thorn in the side of their emperor, or if they 
knew, they feigned ignorance, having accepted the 
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story that Asya had died the night her plantation was 
mysteriously burned. 

But Abbe Brille had no time for the war between 
Asya and the emperor. He had a funeral this morning. 
One of his flock had been murdered. Shot down yester¬ 
day by the gendarme in the marketplace. The man had 
been a farmer, a chicken farmer, who brought his fowl 
to the market for selling. A police officer had selected 
the best two hens for himself, and when the farmer 
held out his hand for a gourd, the price agreed upon, 
the gendarme had laughed, so the bystanders reported, 
and said something about its being pay enough for the 
honor of selling to the police. The man called it steal¬ 
ing and demanded his money. Whereupon the champion 
of the law raised his musket and coldly shot him in the 
throat. A life exchanged for two hens! 

Ookie, his most dependable altar boy, came early, as 
usual, and'when Abbe Brille handed him the letter, 
with the exhortation to hurry back for the funeral, 
Ookie slipped out of his sandals and dashed away in 
his bare feet. 

In no time at all, Ookie delivered the letter to the 
captain and was running back toward the cathedral 
when a hand grabbed him by the scruff of his neck. 
“Whoa, boy! Whoa!” 

Ookie gingerly turned his head and looked into the 
face of the police chief of Cap Henri. 

“What you done wrong, boy?” the naan yelled, shak¬ 
ing Ookie at the same time. 

“Nothing. Nothing. I’m on my way to Mass. I gotta 
serve.” 

“You lie. No boy runs fast to git to Mass. He runs 
to git away. To git out. What you done that you’re run- 
nin’ from so’s not to git caught?” 

“I tell you, it’s the truth. I have to serve.” 

“Then why you so late? Good boys git to church 
early for serving. I served when I was a boy. I know.” 
He stiU held Ookie by the shirt, as though he were 
loath to part with his quarry. 
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“Because Abbe Brille sent me to the wharf.” The 
boy squirmed but the restraining hand remained firm. 

“What for? He don’t git no Mass wine down there.” 

“I had a letter. He wanted me to give the letter to 
the captain on a ship.” 

“You lie! You lie!” 

‘Won. Non. You can ask the abbe. It’s the truth.” 

“Naw. I ain’t gonna ask no priest nothin’. They’re 
always tryin’ to git you in church. Not me.” 

“Then you just have to believe me. I carried a letter 
for the abb6.” 

“Was there a name on the letter?” 

“Oui. Oui,” the boy answered quickly. 

“Oh, so you was readin’ the abbe’s mail,” the 
policeman accused. 

“That’s all I read. The name on the outside.” 

“You can’t read,” the man said in derision. “Boys 
can’t read. How do I know you’re not just makin’ up a 
name?” 

That was a maddening thing to say to the smartest 
student in his class. Ookie would show him. “I can 
write the name that was on that letter. You’ll have to 
believe I can read then.” 

“Ain’t got no paper,” was the dismissing answer. 

“Then I’ll write it right here in the street.” With 
that, Ookie dropped to his knees and with his index 
finger wrote in the dirt: 

« 

Mile. Asya Drapeaux 
do Gen. Boyer 
Port-au-Prince 

The police chief pursed his lips while he studied the 
writing at his feet. He had never learned to read, but 
he was not about to divulge this fact to a smart kid. 
“That’s only writin’. If you’re so smart, read what you 
wrote.” 

Ookie read, “Mile. Asya Drapeaux, care of General 
Boyer, Port-au-Prince.” 


560 



ASYA 


The gendarme stiffened. The only part of him that 
moved was ^is eyes which blinked wildly as his mind 
groped to comprehend the meaning of what he had 
heard. “You sure? You sure you read that right?” he 
asked as he laid a heavy hand on the boy’s shoulder. 
“You sure?” 

“Of course I’m sure. I wrote it, didn’t I? I can read 
what I write.” 

The policeman stopped his blinking and specula¬ 
tively eyed the boy before him. It was a long time since 
he had received any recognition from the palace. The 
gendarme had an idea they might just be interested in 
what this skinny urchin had to say. 

“Come,” the police chief slithered up close to Ookie 
and put an arm about his shoulders. “Come with me,” 
he said in an oily voice. “We’ll ride up to the palace 
and show the emperor how well you can read.” 

Up at the palace, Ookie proudly did his writing- 
and-reading act for a tall, handsome soldier in a brh- 
liant red uniform of the Dahomey guard. His name was 
Prophete. Then the emperor came, and Ookie did it all 
over again. He explained how he had come by the let¬ 
ter and when he had finished, the emperor snapped at 
the police chief, “Did you stop the ship in the harbor? 
Did you arrest the captain?” 

The gendarme wilted. Ookie noticed how he 
trembled. "'Non, your Majesty. I just came right to 
you. Fast.” 

“You fool!” the emperor shouted. “You fool. When 
you don’t use your head around me, you don’t keep it - 
long!” 

Some soldiers came in and dragged the now scream¬ 
ing police chief from the room. Ookie was frightened, 
for, long after the door had closed, he could hear the 
cries from somewhere far off in the distance. 

“So, it is that fat pig of a priest who spies upon us!” 
the emperor spat. Then his eyes fell upon Ookie as 
though he were seeing him for the first time. “Get out 
of here!” he shouted, at the same time raising his foot 
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and giving the school’s prize student a resounding kick 
in the behind. “Get the hell out of here!” 

It was twenty-five kilometers from Sans Souci to the 
cathedral at Cap Henri, and although he ran and 
walked and twice got a lift on a cart, Ookie did not get 
back to the city until early the next morning. While he 
was bewildered as to the turn of events, the boy 
remembered it was his week to serve Mass, and he 
made his way toward the church. Much as he had-hur¬ 
ried, Ookie was late. Abbe Brille had started vrith only 
one altar boy and was reading the Canon of the Mass 
when Ookie arrived. 

Quickly donning his cassock and surplice, he hurried 
out to take his accustomed place on the right side of 
the altar steps. Consecration was about to begin, and 
Qokie reached for the bell. At that moment, noises 
came from the sacristy. Rough, unfamiliar noises made 
by coarse men. Suddenly, two halberd-carrying soldiers 
in red uniforms rushed out into the sanctuary and up 
the altar steps toward the priest who stood with the 
chalice in his upraised hands. 

The first soldier, before the eyes of the horrified 
churchgoers, made a mighty sweep with the halberd 
and severed the head of the abbe from his body. As 
the priest slowly sank to the floor, the second soldier 
crashed his halberd into the tabernacle door. It hap¬ 
pened so swifdy that Ookie was amazed to find himself 
still ringing the sanctuary bell for the Consecration, 
while the priest’s blood flowed down the altar steps. 
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Angels are usually depicted with golden hair, but 
despite her ebony locks, Asya was feeling exactly like 
an angel. She was certain a halo shone about her head, 
and she had the urge to reach up with her scarf and 
burnish it to a greater brilliance. For today she was an 
obedient wife. Today was the day she would dispose of 
her lucrative investment. Etienne would be pleased the 
next time he came down from the mountains to learn 
she had carried out his wishes. Orders were more like 
it. Etienne had been very angry. Asya laughed now to 
herself, as she recalled how his eyes had flashed with 
indignation; but at the time, she was scared. 

“My wife, a dope smuggler!” he had flung at her in 
disbelief. “If you had not told me yourself, I could not 
have believed it!” 

“You shouldn’t have asked me,” Asya countered in 
a frightened voice. 

“I am your husband. Shouldn’t I be aware of what 
everyone else knows?” Asya had never seen Etienne so 
cold. 

“Nobody else knows,” she explained. “Only M. 
Defilee at the bank, the old blabbermouth. I don’t 
know why he had to tell you. That was my private 
business.” 

“Oh,” he asked sarcastically, “are husbands then to 
be kept ignorant of any nefarious business their wives 
happen to be trafficking in?” 

Asya bit her lip. “I really didn’t think it mattered, I 
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would have told you had I thought you wanted to 
know.” 

“You planned to tell me only after I found out for 
myself.” 

Asya pouted. “Is being a smuggler so bad?” 

Etienne snorted in disgust. “Quit acting. Who put 
you up to this u^y business?” 

Asya hesitated. “M. Petion.” She almost whispered 
the name. 

“M. Petion?” he shouted. “M. Petion was a saint. 
He would never have steered you into this messy 
business.” 

“Well, in a way,” Asya wrinkled her brow, “he did. 
He told me to invest the money I received from the 
chalice so that I would always have an income, and he 
sent me to M. Defilee for advice.” 

“M. D6fil6e advised you to go into the dope-smug¬ 
gling business?” Etienne’s words snapped out like a 
whip that was already lashing the recalcitrant banker. 

“He not only advised me, he went in along with 
me.” As she spoke, Asya gave her husband a wary 
look. “We were partners.” 

“Were? Are you no longer partners?” 

“Non. I bou^t him out” 

“Mon Dieur Etienne’s hands flew to the top of his 
head as though he had been hit there. “Do you mean 
that you have hfen dealing personally with these smug¬ 
gling rats?” 

“Oh, non. The captain of my ship takes care—of— 
those—a—a—those business deals necessary in the 
dispose of the cargo.” 

“My wife,” Etienne said as his eyes scathingly lashed 
her from toes to head, “my wife traf&cking with a 
waterfront rat!” 

“But Captain Middleton is a very fine gentleman. 
He’s not one of those coarse, ragged fellows that you 
see hanging around the docks. He is married and has 
five children and a beautiful house at a place in the 
States called Martha’s Vineyard. Mon amour, anyone 
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who comes from a town with such a Biblical-sounding 
name has to be a good man.” 

Etienne snorted. “All I can say is that it sounds like 
a very good front for the nefarious work he does.” 

“Really, it isn’t at all like that. Captain Middleton is 
a whaling captain. He sails to the other side of the 
world to get his whales. Sometimes, he has to go as far 
away as Australia. Since he is almost at China—^well, 
he goes a httle farther and stops off there to pick up 
the opium. After all, it’s practically on his way.” 

“I ought to spank you.” He took a step toward her. 

“Non. Non." Asya backed away. “Don’t be cross 
with me. After all, I didn’t take the money for myself. 
I gave it to M. Petion, and now to General Boyer so 
we can win the war against Christophe. He needs the 
money, Etienne. He needs it badly for all that equip¬ 
ment and rifles.” She flung her arms about her hus¬ 
band’s neck. “Tell me you love me, and quit shouting 
at me. You frighten me so.” 

Asya felt his hand under her chin, and he raised her 
face so fliat he could look into it. For what seemed like 
a long time, Etienne studied her with those green- 
brown eyes of his, now cold and unfathomable. Her 
heart thumped against her breast so wildly that Asya 
felt faint, and, closing her eyes, she leaned against Eti¬ 
enne. “I am sorry I made you angry,” she said, sobbing 
as she spoke, “I am sorry because I love you.” 

His arms went around her, caressing, possessive 
arms. The rigidity went from his body. She relaxed 
against him, knowing he loved her too. 

Asya promised to sell the ship to Captain Middleton 
when next he came into port. For a long time he had 
been waiting to buy her out, and she knew he would be 
pleased. It pleased Etienne too. 

And so, it was settled. After that, it was Etienne’s 
money that financed the army of South Haiti. He went 
to Jamaica and made arrangements with his own 
banker to pay for the war against Christophe, and he 
took Asya with him. They were gone three months, 
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and when they returned to Port-au-Prince, Asya was 
pregnant. The knowledge of his impending fatherhood 
stimulated Etienne’s determination to overthrow 
Christophe’s empire, for he wanted his first child bom 
in a free land, ^en her husbmid left for his camp in 
the mountains after tenderly kissing her farewell, Asya 
knew that the long journey back to Cher Chateau was 
truly underway. 

Now, it was almost time to keep her appointment at 
the banking house, for this was the day Captain 
Middleton received title to the ship. When Asya heard 
running feet, she assumed the houseboy had come to 
inform her that the carriage was waiting to take her 
down the hill into town. But instead, it was General 
Boyer’s messenger with a letter for her. In the five 
years she lived in Port-au-Prince, Asya had never re¬ 
ceived a letter. A letter was an exciting occurrence, 
and, quickly breaking the seal, she sat down at the 
escritoire and read: 


Hospice de Sacre-Coeur 
May 20, 1820 


Dear Mile. Asya Drapeaux, 

It has been many years since you left the hospi¬ 
tal of the Sacre-Coeur, and if you recall, I was the 
acting su^rior during Mere Magdelaine’s stay in 
Rome at the time of your departure for Haiti. At 
the demise of M&re Denise, my immediate 
predecessor, I was elected permanent mother su¬ 
perior. 

M^re Denise, dead! Asya’s heart fell. Nervously, she 
read on. 

In my present honorable capacity, I am 
permitted to examine the files which record all 
births and deaths which take place here in the 
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hospital, and while doing so, I learned that you 
were grossly misinformed as to your parentage. 

According to our records, you are not the 
adopted daughter of M. Andre Drapeaux of Haiti, 
born out of wedlock to Celeste, a mulatto woman, 
also from Haiti, but the child of Sophia, Duchess 
of Hesse, whom you knew as Queen of Prussia, 
and a Spaniard, Orlando D’Azio. However, I am 
sorry to have to tell you that your parents were 
not married, and our records show you illegiti¬ 
mate. 

For what reason this fraud was perpetrated 
upon you and the kindly Drapeaux family is not 
quite clear in my mind, but after a recent 
conference with Queen Sophia I was informed 
that she wished this hoax continued. 

However, I am a religious woman whose life is 
pledged to truth, and I could not proudly wear my 
habit as a member of the Order of the Sacre- 
Coeur if I did not divulge to you the correct facts 
surrounding your birth. As I explained to your 
mother, the world need not be told, but you, as 
her daughter, should know. I am sure you can be 
counted upon to handle this information in a 
discreet manner. 

As to the Drapeaux family, I shall not write to 
acquaint them of the death of their own beloved 
infant at the time of her birth. I shall leave that to 
your own good judgment as to the best way to in¬ 
form them that they have been victims of a cruel 
deception. I feel I should not interfere into what¬ 
ever love and respect have grown between you 
and your supposed family. You can best resolve 
this unpleasant situation. 

I shall pray, my dear child, for the Lord to 
bless you and wipe away any bitterness this letter 
might enkindle in your heart for those who 
wronged you so long ago. In your charity, forgive 
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them, remembering only that their actions were 
guided by their love for you. 


Yours in Christ, 
Mere Brigitte, S.S.C. 

Asya’s first reaction was to throw back her head and 
laugh, as she flung the letter from her. “Now they tell 
me,” she said aloud to herself. “Now, when I am happy 
and no longer need a mother, I And I have one.” She 
leaned back in her chair and stared scornfully at the 
letter where it had landed on the floor under the settee. 
You useless piece of paper, she thought, you are en¬ 
croaching on my snug little world, and I want none of 
you. You are an outsider, and you cannot come in. 

That meddlesome old nun! Why did she have to be 
so righteous? She should have saved herself the trou¬ 
ble, because Asya was not the least interested in the 
knowledge that she was the dau^ter of Queen Sophia. 
What had Sophia ever done for her that she should be 
called Mother? Playing the lady bountiful by building 
wings on the hospital in order to safeguard her secret. 
Bribery, that was what it was. If she loved her daugh¬ 
ter, Queen Sophia should have adopted her. Andre 
Drapeaux thought highly enough of his daughter, 
bastard that she was, to take leg^ steps to adopt her. 
A little twinge# of envy for that other dead baby born 
long ago on the same day as she herself touched Asya’s 
breast. The mulatto’s child was wanted. She was not. 

And now, havipg lived as that mulatto’s child for 
twenty-nine years, how could she suddenly wrench her¬ 
self from one identity and become someone entirely 
different? She had her own family. Negu was that 
family. Negu had stood by her when Asya needed her. 
She had saved her life. She had tended her when she 
was sick, when she was obnoxious, when she was rude, 
and when she was nothing. Only a grandmother gave 
that much love. 
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A warm yearning to be with Negu came over Asya. 
She wanted to lay her cheek against that dear old 
scarred face and put her arms about the bony body 
and tell her she loved her. Would always love her. 
Never would she inform Negu that the efforts of a life¬ 
time had been spent on somebody else’s unwanted 
child. Asya must protect Negu, for ^though they were 
not related by blood, they were relatives by heart, 

A shadow fell across the floor, and Asya looked up 
to see Etienne stepping through the open door. 

“Darling!” She leaped to her feet and was across the 
floor and in his arms, kissing him hard on the mouth 
before he could say a word. 

Abruptly a thought occurred to her and she stepped 
back. “Etienne, what are you doing home so soon? 
You said you would be gone weeks this time.” 

Etienne laughed. He pulled her to himself and, fold¬ 
ing his arms around her, held her head to his breast. 
He rested his cheek against her hair and said, “What 
kind of a sweetheart is this who demands an account of 
my actions before she is properly kissed?” 

“Oh, Etienne. It’s only ^at I missed you so much. 
It’s a wonderful surprise to have you here. I am happy 
you’re back.” 

“If you’re that happy to see me, flien stop talking 
and kiss me.” 

“But I—” She never finished. Etienne kissed her. 

They sat on the settee. Rather, Etienne sat on the 
settee and she on his lap, snuggling against him, a 
contented glow within. 

“Since you were so surprised to see me,” Etienne 
asked, “what mischief am I interrupting that you had 
planned for today?” 

Asya sat up and clapped her hands together in de¬ 
light. “Etienne,” she said with excitement in her voice, 
“today’s the day. The day I sell the ship to Captain 
Middleton. I am doing just as you told me. You see, I 
am an obedient wife after all.” She looked to him for 
approbation. 
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He tweaked her ear affeetionately. “Yes, after dlV* 

“Don’t do that!” She drew back and teasingiy wagged 
a finger at him in admonishment. “Do you want our 
baby to have big ears because you pulled her mother’s 
before she was bom?” 

“So, we’re to have a ^rl!” He folded his arms across 
his chest and stared imperiously at Asya. “What, 
young lady, makes you think you’ll have a daughter?” 

“One of the women in church told me. She said I 
walk like I am going to have a girl.” 

“How’s that?” 

Asya thought a minute and answered slowly. “I really 
don’t know. She said you can teU from the back.” 

Etienne threw back his head and laughed so hard 
that Asya had to put her arms about his neck to keep 
from slipping off his lap. “That’s a sneaky way to 
prophesy,” he finally commented, as he pulled her 
closer to him. Then he sobered. “Asya,” he said, “I am 
glad I got here before you sold the ship. We need it for 
one more trip.” 

Asya’s eyes tAvinkled. “You mean Captain Middleton 
can go to Cliina one more time?” 

Etienne put his hands on her shoulders and turned 
her so he could look straight into her face. His voice 
was reprimanding, but his eyes were amused when he 
said, “Asya, sometimes I think there’s a bit of the devil 
in you.” 

Asya tilted hdi- head and gave him a sly look, “You 
could be right at that.” Her voice grew serious. "Just 
where do you want Captain Middleton to take the 
ship?” 

“To Cap Henri.” 

Asya looked at her husband oddly. “But—^but it 
isn’t a battleship. It can’t storm the harbor.” 

“Asya,” he said as he put his hand against the back 
of her head and pushed it down on his shoulder, “listen 
quietly. There is something I have to tell you.” He 
stopped as though trying to select his words. “You 
remember Abbe Brille, don’t you?” 
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She nodded. 

“He is dead.” 

Asya gasped. She tried to speak, but Etienne gently 
laid his hand against her cheek and pressed her head 
back against his shoulder. She knew he had more to 
teU. 

“He was killed. Killed while saying Mass. I am not 
sure why, but the story I’ve been able to gather is that 
Christophe ordered him killed as a spy.” 

Asya’s head shot up. “He was no spy. He couldn’t 
have spied for one person against another. He loved 
everybody.” Tears came to her eyes. “Poor Abbe 
Brille. He won’t be happy in Heaven without his flock 
to look after. And his people? What will they do with¬ 
out him, Etienne?” 

“Revolt. They’ve gone wild. They are wrecking and 
burning Cap Henri and have marched out to Sans 
Souci to kUl Christophe, but his palace guard is shoot¬ 
ing them down as they approach the gates. The army is 
deserting. At Fort Thomassique they killed the captain 
and sent his head to Christophe. 

Asya spoke sadly: “They never should have killed 
Abbe Brille. He was a man of peace. While he lived, 
the people did not rebel, for he taught them to hope. 
Christophe is a fool,” Asya denounced. “He has taken 
away the people’s hope. Now they have nothing left 
but despair and revolution.” 

“And, in revolution, they slaughter their own.” 

“What are we going to do about it, Etienne?” 

“We?” 

“Yes, we/’ she repeated, jumping to her feet. “That’s 
our country now, Etienne, and it needs our help. I 
haven’t spent my money for nothing. I’m a woman, 
and women want their money’s worth,” 

Etienne stood up, his face sober. “I am leaving now. 
My men and I are joining with the rebels at Thomas¬ 
sique and going down into Cap Henri. General Boyer 
will take his South Haitian army across the mountains 
and back us up. Boyer, as the military commander, wfll 
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unite north and south into one country again. Asya, it 
is the end of the empire!” 

“You make it all sound so simple,” Asya said as she 
turned her back and slowly walked away from him. 
She was worried about her husband’s safety and did 
not want him to see her face. Asya took a deep breath 
to clear her throat, for she feared she might burst into 
tears. “What—what is it you wish Captain Middleton 
to do with the ship?” she turned around to inquire. 

Etienne reached inside his jacket and brought out 
some papers. “Give these to him. They are lists of sup¬ 
plies we shall need back at Cap Henri. The ship’s 
chandler should know where to find them.” 

Asya gave a quick glance at the papers he handed 
her. “What are all these for?” she asked in amazement. 
“How can you win a war with goats and seedlings and 
chickens?” Quickly she riffled through the lists. “And 
mattresses and cook pots and bolts of calico. Jugs and 
machetes and shovels. Oh, Etienne, what an odd cargo 
to fight a war with!” 

Etienne took her hands in his and, watching her 
face, said in a happy, almost exultant voice, “Ma 
cherie, these are the ingredients for rebuilding Cher 
Chateau. There is nothing left back there but the land, 
and we must plant our roots deep, deep into it if our 
efforts are to last. A war is won, not in killing, but in 
living again. Abbe Brille’s people need work and they 
will have it at Cher Chateau. I can see it all now, 
Asya.” Etienne placed his cheek against hers and put 
his arms around her shoulders. “The pink-plastered 
walls of Cher Chateau rising up. The white balconies. 
The fields alive again. Flowers everywhere, and our 
children shouting and laughing, as they annoy the 
gardener when they trample them down.” 

“And Negu.” Asya was caught up in his enthusiasm. 
“She will have a purple dress with a white lace fichu 
and sit at our table and complain, as a grandmother is 
supposed to, that we’re raising our children all wrong.” 

Their parting was quick. Etienne took Asya’s face in 
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his hands, kissed her hard on the lips. Then, as silently 
as he had come, he was gone through the open door. 

Asya did not go to the door to watch as he rode off, 
but stood in the room where he kissed her good-bye. 
She did not want to remember him ri ding down tiie 
road away from her, but as he had been in this 
room—alive, talking, teasing. Above all, here. 

Already Asya felt a depression clawing at her heart, 
but she determined to ignore it. If she kept herself 
busy, very busy, perhaps it might go away. She must 
be about the business that her husband had entrusted 
to her. She looked down at the lists he had given her, 
stiU in her hands. A tiny ray of excitement flickered in 
her breast. She was holding the beginning, not just a 
dream or a hope, but the actual concrete lo ginning of 
Gher Chateau. 

Asya picked up her bonnet where it lay on the table 
and walked over to the mirror to put it on. As she tied 
the ribbons under her chin, she saw, reflected in the 
looking glass, the letter from M^re Brigitte, lying for¬ 
gotten under the settee. She dismissed it with a wrinkle 
of her nose and, whirling around, hurried out to the 
piazza to await the carriage to carry her down to the 
bank. Such a useless little letter. Someday, she might 
mention its contents to Etienne, but for the present it 
was of no importance. Perhaps the housemaid would 
find it and bum it with the rest of the trash. 
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